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1 )S Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on 18 December 2006 . 
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* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) [H Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Infomial Patent Application 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date . 6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 
PTOL-326 (Rev. 08-06) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 20070104 



Application/Control Number: 10/662,127 Page 2 

Art Unit: 3683 

DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Acknowledgement is made in the receipt of the amendment filed December 1 8, 2006. 
The amendment has been approved for entry. However, it appears the examiner has not properly 
addressed the issues of claim 41, as such the final rejection is hereby withdrawn. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 
claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1.56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicabiUty of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

4. Claim 41 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 4,310,064 to 
Kazarian, Jr. 

Kazarian, Jr. teach a car comprising: a frame supported by a plurality of wheels; an 
accelerator pedal 16; a brake pedal 24 includes a unitary foot actuated portion; a brake system 
receiving input from said brake pedal and generating an output to control a braking device 
through an operating stroke; and a brake pedal locking mechanism 12 operatively cooperating 
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with said brake pedal to provide a single locked position (see figure 5) beyond an end of the 
operating stroke, the locking mechanism providing only a single distinctive clicking sound 
caused by a sharp metal-to-metal contact in the locking mechanism (caused by the impact of 
latch 56 with stop tab 74, each is made from a metal as indicated in the figures, see cross 
hatching, the return spring 64 will cause latch 56 to rotate or swing towards tab 74, upon which 
the metal to metal noise would be created), this would inform an operator that said brake pedal 
has been depressed into a position to be latched in said single locked position, wherein the 
distinctive clicking sound is caused by one metal component (interpreted as latch 56) of the 
locking mechanism swinging through an arc to cause the sharp contact with a second metal 
component 74 of the locking mechanism. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 20, 21, 25-33 and 37-40 are allowed. 

6. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject matter: the 
prior art of record fails to anticipate or render obvious the brake pedal subsequently depressed 
beyond the locked position to unlatch the locking mechanism. 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiries concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thomas Williams whose telephone number is 571-272-7128. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Wednesday-Friday from 6:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, James McClellan, can be reached at 571-272-6786. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 571-272-6584. 



TJW THOMAS J. WIM 

PlimARY EXAMINER 

January 4, 2007 . 



